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Last year Ken took us to “First Look”.  This year he will  show  photos  
of the many new and promising hosta . Although the availability of some 
hosta may vary, the majority of them will be available this year,  
 
Ten of the hosta he will be presenting will  include Miss American Pie,  
Curly Fries, Finger Prints, General Giant, October Sky, Rhino Hide,   
Sara’s Sensation, Seducer, Tickle Me Pink  
 
Ken indicated  he will also include many of the hosta that will be available 
for the pre-sale. Photos and prices of  pre-sale hostas will be available on 
our website from February 13th until March 13th. 

             
                   www.sewisconsinhosta.org 

Speaker: Ken Ziarek 
Topic: Exciting New Hostas 
 
You’ll definitely  want to see:  
               H. Double D. Cup 
 

 
 
 
U. W. Extension Office 
9501 W. Watertown Plank Road. 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
 
 
Whether you are coming to this  
location on  interstate 94 - 
also hwy 45 or on hwy 100  you 
will exit on Watertown Plank Rd. 
and drive east 9501 is on the south 
side of the street. (pushpin on map 
is circled.) 

Thursday, February 11th, 2010   7 p.m. 
Location:  UW.Extension Office 
                      9501 W. Watertown Plank Road, Wauwatosa 
                      See map in lower left hand corner of  this page 

           Hosta of the Year 
 
2011— H. Praying Hands 
2010— H. First Frost 
2009— H. Earth Angel 
2008— H. Blue Mouse Ears 
2007— H. Paradigm 
2006— H. Stained Glass 
2005— H. Striptease 
2004— H. Sum & Substance 
2003— H. Regal Splendor 
2002— H. Guacamole 
2001— H. June 
2000— H.Sagae 
1999— H.Paul’s Glory 
1998— H. Fragrant Bouquet 
1997— H.Patriot 
1996— H.So Sweet 
 

       Membership Dues 
If your membership  expired as  
of December 31,  2009 a renewal 
card has been included with this 
newsletter. 
 
Fill in the card and mail it with 
your membership dues to: 
 
            Joy Collura 
            13600 Graham Street 
            New Berlin, Wisconsin  
            53151-2572 



 
 
Southeast Wisconsin 
Hosta Society  Board Members 
 
President 
Chuck Steele 
450 Horns Corner Road 
Cedarburg, Wi.53012 
chuck@ipter.com 
(262) 377-4552 
 
Vice-President 
Cheryl Rausch 
565 W. Fairy Chasm Road 
Bayside, Wisconsin 53217-1769 
Carausch@execpc.com 
(414)351-4828 
 
Recording Secretary 
David Brandt 
4231 North 85th Street 
Milwaukee, Wi. 53222-1822 
Dlbrandt@sbsglobal.net 
(414)464-2631 
 
Treasurer 
Peggy  Oberbeck 
6706 Maple Terrace 
Wauwatosa, Wi. 53213 
poberbeck@gmail.com 
(414)-453-1062 
 
Membership Secretary 
Joy Collura 
13600 W. Graham Street 
New Berlin, Wi. 53151-2572 
JDSONGRAHAM@AOL.COM 
(262) 789-1394 
 
Hospitality  
Gail Steele 
450 Horns Corner Road 
Cedarburg, Wi. 53012 
(262) 377-4552 
 
Plant Sales – Acquisition Manager 
Ken Ziarek 
2380 Woodland Park Drive 
Delafield, Wi. 53018 
(262)646-8311 
 
Plant & Auction Sales Chair 
Gary Seymour 
636 James Court 
West Bend, Wi. 53095 
(262)-338-0049 
 
Boerner Botanical Gardens/ 
Community Liaison 
Marcia Wensing 
5704 Holy Cross Rd. 
Racine, Wi. 53402-5507 
(262)681-8485 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Pat Skiera 
10112 West Green Tree Road 
Milwaukee, Wi.  53224-4538 
pskiera@sbcglobal.net 
(414) 353-8733 
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Live in Bayside, WI.  Occupation is Computer 
Programmer/Analyst. 
 
 Member of Southeast Wisconsin Hosta Society 
for 9 (?) years.  Hospitality Chairman for 2 and 
Treasurer for 7.  Attended landscaping classes at 
MATC.  Attended Master Gardener program. 
 
 Have been gardening since 1 year old (have 
picture to prove it).  Now garden on ½ acre lot.  
Like all kinds of plants, including hostas.  Latest 
success was getting native pink lady’s slipper 
orchid to bloom among the hostas. 
 
 Former member Pond Club. 

Cheryl Rausch, 
Vice-President 

Results of  the November election of Officers and  
recent Board Of Directors Changes. 
 
A few changes occurred at the November election of officers.  
 Former treasurer Cheryl Rausch was elected as Vice-President.  
 
Peggy Oberbeck was elected to fill the vacancy of treasurer, and 
since that time our former vice-president Gary Seymour has agreed 
to become the chair of a newly created  position, that of  Plant & 
Auction  Sales . Ken Ziarek will continue to be the Plant Sales-
Acquisition Manager 

Peggy Oberbeck 
Treasurer 

Newly Elected Treasurer, Peggy Oberbeck 
 
Peggy has been a member of SEWHS for 
about five  years and has always been avail-
able when help was needed for preparing 
and/or  planting community projects.  
 
She got hooked on hosta back in 1992 when 
they built a new garage and had to relocate  
many backyard plants. Her garden started 
with hosta purchased from Lowe’s and hosta  
she rescued from construction turmoil. She 
loves hostas, can tell you the parent plants of 
most hosta and of course enjoys getting deals 
on hosta whenever she can find them.  
 
She is recently retired from teaching and will 
now have time to devote to landscaping her 
Wauwatosa yard. 
 
Her hobby:  Adopting wayward hosta. 
 



Happy New Year, 

            Yup, it’s cold and that is nothing new.  The ground is white and that is nothing new.  There hasn’t been much sun lately-
mostly clouds-and that is nothing new for this time of the year.  

            So, what is new?  Seed catalogs, newsletters from hosta growers and new issues of good magazines.  The latest issue of  
Country Gardens is again a winner.  For those of you who said that you can create Flea Market finds into garden art there is an    
article for you.  A couple of articles on perennials found me thinking beyond the snow outside of the window.  I had not read an  
article on Sweet Peas for a long time.  It took me back to my younger years when we planted Sweet Peas on the North side of the 
farm house.  They would climb up the strings attached to the siding and provide us with lots of bouquets until the hot weather did 
them in. 

            The article on Tulips reminded me of this fall.  I had gone to a local garden center and purchased 1500 spring flowering 
bulbs, Tulips, Daffodils, Hyacinths, Crocus and Muscari.  I was pleased when I was done and that the weather had held.   The        
following  Monday the garden center manager called and said that he had some bulbs left and was willing to make me a deal I  
couldn’t refuse.  The only hitch was that I had to take them all.  With time on my hands and good weather I took the deal.  

 After sorting out the bulbs on the driveway in front of the garage I became curious as to the number of bulbs I had pur-
chased.     The total came to 1300 plus bulbs!  That makes 2800+ for this year and we already have over 3000 bulbs planted from 
previous years.  This next Spring should be fabulous. 

            I was also intrigued by the articles in Horticulture.  They have really brought the professional level of gardening to the     
private and personal gardens of the average gardener.  Several of the better plant growers have tailored their catalogs to a more   
professional level with better selections that are current with the new plant introductions. 

            The topics of our next 3 meetings will also keep you as a member of SEWHS abreast of what is new and different in the 
world of Hostas, how to plan and plant an Arts and Crafts garden and find out Roy Klehm’s 20 most favorite plants.  Be sure that 
you attend each meeting. Plan to make your first live hosta purchases at the sale on May 1st. 

            The internet has also brought to the fore front some new and exciting pictures of Hostas.  Two of them that I really           
remember are very different with [1] all of the WHITE veins on a dark green leaf and [2] an all red leaf that is more bronze         
having a red tint.  Both of these hostas have been around for a while but not for sale.  One of them has reportedly cost the            
hybridizer over a million dollars to get it to this point.  You can expect both of these hostas, when introduced, to sell for             
thousands of dollars.  It will take a long time for these hostas to end up in any of our gardens if they don’t  T.C. very well. 

            I am looking forward to working with Lasasta Care Center in Cedarburg so we can expand the Hosta gardens with phase 
two.  Jack Barta receives all the thanks for donating the hostas that were planted in the Japanese Maple garden near the therapy area. 

            Please contact any of the officers regarding your ideas for the programs for our 2010/11 general meetings.  Some people 
were able to give me their ideas at the last Chit Chat where 19 members attended.  More ideas are needed as well as names of  
speakers that we can contact.  The officers will begin program planning at their next meeting on February 15th.  Do you want       
another bus trip or another picnic?  Let us know. 

            While our hostas are currently sleeping beneath the thick white blanket of snow I want all members to remember to attend 
the February 11th meeting for a presentation on what’s new and different in hostas.  Nothing but pictures of hostas.  It just doesn’t 
get any better than that. 

           Hostas forever,  Chuck Steele, President 
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  Message From The President 



The Southeast Wisconsin Hosta Society is often asked to furnish a display table for various functions.  
On October 10, 2009 Gary Seymour and Ken Ziarek put together and manned this display table at the 
Boerner Botanical Gardens for a garden symposium.  
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Director of Horticulture, Olbrich Botanical Gardens  
Jeff Epping has been Director of Horticulture at Olbrich Botanical Gardens since 1994.  He over-
sees the horticultural operations and garden designs of over ten specialty gardens, show-casing 
the best ornamentals for south-central Wisconsin.  In April 2004, Horticulture magazine in-
cluded Olbrich Gardens in its list of the top “Ten Gardens That Inspire Us”.  Olbrich received the 
“Award of Garden Excellence” from the American Public Gardens Association in 2005, an an-
nual award bestowed upon only one of over 500 member gardens in North America.  Epping’s 
award-winning planting designs, enjoyed by nearly 250,000 visitors annually, include Olbrich’s 
Sunken and Perennial Gardens.  

Epping recently implemented his planting design for the new Thai Garden and Pavilion, featuring an authentic hand-
crafted Thai Pavilion – only one of four in the world outside of Thailand.  The garden design features bold, lush, colorful 
annual and tropical plantings, tucked in among a backbone of hardy “tropicalesque” temperate trees, shrubs and vines.  
The newest garden that Epping and his staff opened in June 2005, is an innovative rose garden featuring hardy, disease 
and insect-resistant roses nestled into a wide palette of annuals, perennials, ornamental vines, shrubs and small-scaled 
flowering trees. 

   
A native of Wheatland, Wisconsin, Epping received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the University of Wis-

consin-Madison in Ornamental Horticulture.  He served as Propagator and Nursery Manager at the Chicago Botanic Gar-
den before joining the staff at Olbrich.  Epping has traveled to and photographed gardens throughout the U.S., U.K., 
South of France and Thailand and regularly lectures throughout the Midwest on landscape plants and designs for northern 
gardens.  Many of his photos have been seen in regional journals, nationally recognized gardening books and professional 
horticultural publications. 

   Thursday, March 11th, 7 p.m.    UW Extension Office 
                      9501 West Watertown Plank Road , Wauwatosa 

         
   Jeff Epping,  Director Of Horticulture, Olbrich Botanical Gardens 
 
                   Topic: Olbrich Gardens —Prairie Style 

Jeff Epping 
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Plant Sales—2010 
Saturday, May 1st—8a.m. til 3 p.m. 
Boerner Botanical Garden Atrium  
9400 Boerner Drive, Hales Corners 
(Located in Whitnall Park) 
 
 
Saturday, June 5th -  9a.m. til 3 p.m 
Unitarian Universalist Church West 
13001 W. North Avenue 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 
 
 
Saturday, July 10th—9 a.m. til 3 p.m. 
Kneeland Walker House 
7406 Hillcrest Drive 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 
(Vicinity of Wauwatosa East High School) 
 
 
Saturday, August 7th—9 a.m. til 3 p.m 
Unitarian Universalist Church West 
13001 W. North Avenue 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

    
 Saturday morning chit-chat’s 
      Second Saturday of  month 
          September thru April 
 
                        8 a.m. 
              Old Country Buffet 
     16750 W. Bluemound Road 
               Brookfield, Wi. 
 
            February 13th, 2010 
 
                March 13th, 2010 
 
                    April  10th, 2010 
 
Special note, particularly to the members who 
regularly attend the chit-chats. 
       (Roughly twenty regulars) 
 
Despite the fact that the buffet price has been 
reduced,  many of the  favorite foods, etc have 
been eliminated from the menu and we’ve  noted 
that many of you aren’t too happy with the cur-
rent menu. It has been suggested we consider 
making a change in the location. 
 
We are open to any suggestions you might have. 
One we’ve looked at is the Golden Corral. It’s 
located in Waukesha county,  at 1673 Arcadian 
Ave.at the intersection of hwy 59 (Greenfield 
Ave) and hwy 164. Traveling straight west on 
Greenfield Ave from Barker Road works out 
fine. (Very few stop lights) 
 
The menu is very similar to that served previ-
ously at the Old Country Buffet.  Price about  
$7.50.Open on Saturday for breakfast from 7 
a.m. until10 a.m.  Contact Chuck Steele with  
your suggestions: chuck @ipter.com 
 
We checked addresses of our members and about 
forty of our members live in the Waukesha area.  
(Waukesha, Pewaukee, Oconomowoc, New Ber-
lin. Menomonee Falls, Delafield. 



Roy Klehm has been interested and involved with hostas since the 1960s. He initially helped in 
the development, propagation and marketing of the modern garden worthy  varieties that have 
become classics. He will share some of the unique personalities that were a major part of this 
effort. 

Roy is Vice President of Beaver Creek Wholesale Nursery in Poplar Grove, Illinois and also 
Vice President of Klehm's Song Sparrow Farm and Nursery in Avalon, Wisconsin. He was 
honored in 2008 with the Award of Merit from The Perennial Plant Association. This award is 
given annually to a single person on an international basis. He is married , has three children 
and seven grandchildren.  
 

         Saturday , May 1, 2010 — 1 p.m. 
   Boerner Botanical Gardens—9400 Boerner Drive 
              Located in Whitnal Park—Hales Corners, Wi. 

    
                   Speaker:  Roy Klehm 
  
    Topic:  My Favorite Twenty Garden Plants 
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Roy Klehm 

Roy will  show  photos and discuss the twenty plant groups  from his personal garden. They will include Early Bulbs,Small 
Spring Ethereals, Witchhazel, Quaking Aspen, Virginia Bluebells, Lily of the Valley, Aesculus, Lilacs, Malus, Magnolias, 
Clematis, Woody Peonies, Vine Hydrangea, Herbaceous Peonies, Hosta, Maples and Dogwoods, Dwarf Conifers, Ginkgo, 
Beech and Elms. 

            2010 Midwest Hosta Convention 
              July 8-10      De Moines, Iowa 
 
 Theme:   “American Gothic” 
 Hosted by the Russ O’Harra Hosta Society 
 
Renaissance Savery Hotel 
Downtown Des Moines, Iowa 

For complete information go to the website of the 
Midwest Hosta Society. 
  www.midwesthostasociety.org 

        2010 American Hosta Society 
          National Hosta Convention 

 
     
June 23-26th   
Bloomington, Minnesota 
 
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel 
  

                Theme:  “Stars of the North” 
 
Hosted by the Minnesota Hosta Society 
 
For complete convention agenda and 
registration form go to the  American 
Hosta Society or  Minnesota Hosta  
Society  website: 
 
AHS:  www.americanhostasociety.org 
MHS:  www.mnhosta.org 



                     Trough Making Workshop  — Tuesday, June 8th, 7 p.m 
                                           (Rain or shine)     Limit 10 participants 
 
If you missed the last few trough making classes here’s another opportunity to sign up. 
                                                         (Mark your calendar now!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
       
Above photos show plastic container used as  trough form.  When hypertufa  mixture has cured and is dry, the trough can be removed from the 
form and can be planted.  Note drainage holes on underside of  trough.    
 

                                                                                            
  Depth of finished  trough should ideally  be 8 inches. That depth will   provide   sufficient space for best plant root  
  development and will  tend to provide  more   substance to the  trough for holding  moisture. 
 
   Joy and Dave  will supply the  hypertufa mixture and  plastic  sheeting. They will   also show you how to include  
   necessary  drainage holes for your trough. 
 
  You will need to bring: Creative ideas for size and shape of troughs. Sturdy  rubber gloves,   necessary  for shaping  
   troughs.  Oval  square or rectangular   baking pans, plastic or Styrofoam boxes or bowls (Form to be used for shaping 
   your trough. 
    
   A sturdy board or box  used to transport your “wet trough” 
   
   To sign up for the workshop: 
     
   Contact:  Joy Collura—262-789-1394 (phone) 
                   jdsongraham@aol.com  
 
   Workshop will be conducted at the Collura home 
   located at 13600 W. Graham Street, New Berlin 
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Great Lakes Hosta college 
  March 19th-20th-2010 
Registration begins end of January and 
closes at 12:01 February 27th 
Go to the Great Lakes Hosta College 
website after Feb. 1st.  Not too much 
information available at this time.  

                       American Iris Society 
                    National Iris Convention 

          
        May 31st ot June 5th 
 Madison Merriott West hotel 
 
For more information go to the 
Madison Iris Society website; 
Www.madisoniris.org 



�
�
�
�

�
�������	��
�����
����������� �������	�������
�	���
�	
���
�
�
 � � ���������	�
����
��������������������������������� ��	��	 ��������������������������	�
�����������������	� �	������!��	��"� � � �	����������������#��"��$�	"�%���������������	�!� 	�������	�
!����������������$��&"���������������� �
!��������� ��������"�'���"� �	�����$ ��	������������������"�
$�&�����	�(������	���!�		���� ��"�!��&��������	$��	 ��������$����	��������		����	��������������$������
���������	$��	���(������������$�����!�$$������$$��� �	��!�	&�� ���	�������������$� ����)(����	$�"������
��		����	������������
�
�� � ���$������(�$����������'���� �	��������������$�	 ��	!����� ������!�&������
	����	
�
����������� �������	��$�����	"� ����	��	����������� ��������"����� ����������� �����
	����	
� ����
 ����� ��$������*�����&����� ��$����� �	�	��$$�	��� ������$����������������	�����	�	�	����������������$ �����
+�$��������������	�	��"�,����"�������	�����$�����-� .�	���-���&�������		������ �	��������������	�����
���	����������$	�����/001��
�
 � � � 2���������������� ��$�����!�����������������	��� 	��	���*��	�����������	����
������!��($���������������	���$$����
2�3�(
��� ���� "��	��������������"� �	����	��������������������$�
���������4 )�"�������	���������������$�5 6� ��������$�������	���&������������.��	�5��#��"��� �����
��������"������������$$������$�	����$$�	�$����	���� �����	� ����������$!������	���������"�,��"�����
��	(���"����$"�����	��"�7�������-���� �	� �������$� �$��	��	��!!��������� ��$�����������(������	�
��������������!$������� 555�
�
-���"������$������2���	�"� ��������	��$������������ �������$��&����	��������������"�'��������$��&���
��������	����!!����������	���(������$����	�����!��� ����($�		��	"��������	�����!!�����$�������
������	���������	���$$� � ������&����������	������� 	���-���$���8����������$� ���������(�� �����
�
�-�����������$$"����"�$��&�����!�����������9����	&� � �� ��������� ��$���� �(���������������	��
��$$� "�����������	����$�����$����	����������� ���� ��	����������$���������	��(������-����� ����	��
�����$����	"����	�����"������ �����$�����	���,�����  ���������	�������������������)���(�����*�������
�����$ ��&������	�������7��&��	�$�	���������:�&���	 � ������	�(������"�2$���,������$	����$!�����	�����
�$�����������������������	�����!���������������	��� �(��������� ����(��&����+�!!�$$"�-�.�	��� �����
����������������$����	;;������	��	��
�
 � � � <� ����	� �����"�����'�����	���������$���������	 �$���������������$��	���$$����
����=�>���$$����$����	���$�����(����������	�� ��$� ���2��������������������� ����	��	��"� ������&�
?��"��������������������(��"���� �	����'���=������� !������������������$���� ������*�	��$���������
������� ����'�������	�������	��������
�
� � � '���"����"�����&	�?��������$$�����($�		���	�4 �� ������$���	��	���	��	���
����$�56"���������&	�?��"��	!����$$�"��������� ���� ���$������������������+���	����	�	"�,����������$$�� ���
&���������(���	"������� ��	��(������	��(�������(��� �$�(�����������������"� ��%����'������� �	�����
����?���	������	��($�		���	�������������+���	���	� ����$������+��������	����	�	�����������������	�
����(�	��������4����$�56��

 
  - 8 - 

I received this cleverly written Christmas letter from Dave Brandt,  
our recording secretary  and felt you all could relate to his great humor.  
It’s with his permission that I pass this along...ENJOY1  

        H. June 


